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Pokdj 11 - Milczenie miedzy oknami

Azerbaijan
Pokdj 12a - Gdyby nie byty ciemne noce (Aysel)

W ciszy po hymnie

Na potudnie od Saki, na ptaskim wzgdrzu, stoi dom, z ktérego unosi sie zapach migdatow. Okiennice
sg krzywe, ale nie zepsute. Mieszka w nim samotna 64-letnia Aysel. Kiedys uczyta muzyki. Teraz
rzadko stroi swéj gtos. Czasem, gdy nikt nie stucha, nuci stary hymn z 1919 roku - nie z patriotyzmu,
lecz dlatego, ze nie moze zapomniec jego rytmu. , To byto jak suknia, ktérg moglismy nosi¢ tylko
przez chwile” - méwi o republice, ktdra trwata krécej niz trzy lata. ,A potem zndw nadeszta zima.” Jej
maz zmart w 1990 roku, probujac przyniesc¢ zywnosc ze stolicy. Ich cdrka teraz pracuje w Stambule.
Pisze rzadko, ale reqularnie. W jej krétkich, schematycznych wiadomosciach nie ma pytan - tylko
stany. Na Scianie wisi oprawiony w rame wiersz Hliseyna Cavida:

“Qaranliq gecalar olmasaydi, Sézlari oxsayan ulduzlar bunca sevilmazd..”
(“Gdyby nie byty ciemne noce, mniej kochalibysmy stowa jak gwiazdy.”)

Aysel sadzi, ze Cavid nie myslat o gwiazdach, lecz o tym, co zostaje miedzy stowami - o cichej
godnosci. Czasem idzie na skraj wioski, gdzie wzrok ginie w gérach. Tam wierzy, Ze rozpoznaje dzien,
w ktérym przestato wszystko sprawia¢ wrazenie przysztosci. | tam zaczyna dostrzegac dzien, kiedy
narodzifo sie cos nowego - bez piesni, bez flagi, bez hasta - tylko z pragnieniem, by nie by¢ juz obcg
we wtasnym kraju. Mowi: ,Przestatam czekac na znak. Teraz stucham przestrzeni miedzy nimi. One
mdowig: Bytas tu. | jestes tutaj.”
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Room 12b - Without dark nights (Aysel)

he House by the Railway (Zahra)

In a small house near Gancs, close to the railway tracks, lives a woman named Zahra. Her name
means “blossom,” but her voice has become quiet over the years. She was a teenager when the
Soviet Union fell apart. The morning after independence, she remembers, it was too quiet outside. As
if the world was holding its breath. Her father had fought in Karabakh. Her uncle was sent to Siberia.
The family stopped talking about politics. Too dangerous, too hopeless, too late. They kept their
hands busy and their mouths shut. The electricity worked sometimes. The radio played foreign music.
She learned to hear between the lines. Now Zahra is 47. She teaches literature at a school nearby.
She still remembers the poem by Huseyn Cavid:

“Qaranliq gecalar olmasayadi, S6zlari oxsayan ulduzlar bunca sevilmazdi.”
(“If there were no dark night, the stars that gladden the eyes would be less beloved.”)

She sometimes reads this to her students. And they ask: “Who was he?” And she says: “One who
believed that a country must be dreamed into being - not only declared.” Sometimes she walks to the
edge of the tracks. Trains rarely pass. She listens to the silence after the wind. And once, she said,
she felt she could name the day when everything stopped feeling like a future. She didn’t say what
day it was.”
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